The presence of retinoic acid receptor (RAR) 
INTRODUCTION
Retinoic acid (RA) has pleiotropic effects in the regulation of cell growth, differentiation and proli¬ feration (Sporn, 1977; Sporn et al. 1984) . RA exerts its biological functions through retinoic acid recep¬ tors (RAR). Several RAR cDNAs (a, ß and y) have been cloned in human and mouse (Giguere et al. 1987; Pektovich et al. 1987; de The et al. 1987 ; Benbrook et al. 1988; Brand et al. 1988; Zelent et al. 1989; Ishikawa et al. 1990 ). In addition, a class of more distantly related retinoid receptors, RXR, has also recently been described (Mangelsdorf et al. 1992) . (Zelent et al. 1989 ). Other studies, however, showed the presence of RAR ß mRNA in Sertoli cells (Kim & Griswold, 1990) . The discrep¬ ancy between these reports is probably due to the sensitivity of the methods used. RAR y mRNA was exclusively found in the skin at comparatively high levels (Zelent et al. 1989; Ishikáwa et al. 1990 not found in spleen and intestine but was detected in the rest of the tissues examined, including testis (Fig. 2) 
